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Name/address "i Property: _606-6O6% Cathedral s'treet,_ _Ba_] timore^. toryjfai id _?12_Q2. 

^ -/«-,,).Iress of nwn.-r: S o m m e r s * Sommers, a ? 4 Prtrk Ay«pu», Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Telephone: jL301J_728-1400 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

14 Light Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 Telephone: QQ1) 837-3691 

PESCR1PTI0N OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

606-606% Cathedral Street, although refaced in the late 19?0*s or early 1930's,still 
maintains the architectural character of the Mount Vernon Historic District. It harm0ni2.es 
with the other, unaltered rowhouses, and in this sense contributes to the overall historic 
environment of the district. The building is a three bay, three story Colonial Revival 
detached house built of masonry with a Flemish bond brick facade, high basement, and shed 
roof. 606*5 is a one bay, three story addition with the same details. 

The basement has a coursed dressed face ashlar facade with a window in the southern and 
central bays. These windows are wood one by one casements with plain wrought iron grills 
in front. Stone steps lead in the northern bay, and they have a plain iron balustrade with 
a turned newel. The doorway has a stone architrave surround with shoulders, a central key­
stone, and a cornice above. The entrance itself consists of solid double wood doors each 
having a single oval panel with ornate molded panels. 

The first floor windows have tall.attenuated nine over nine wood double hung sashes 
vi .ji stone subsills, flat arches, and keystones. There is a plain iron window box in 
front of each window. Tripartite aluminum storm windows cover each window. The second and 
third story windows are all six over six double hung wood windows with the same details es 
the first floor, except the storm windows are one over one. The windows become shorter at 
efich upper story. Above the third story is a simple stone fascia and cornice, and a brick 
parapet above. 

On the south, 606% is attached with the same style and materials of 606. The doorway 
has a coursed ashlar base and a flat arch with a keystone above. The .̂ olid wood door has a 
three light wood transom above. The windows above are identical in detail to the upp>er stories 
of 606, but are on different levels with smaller dimensions. The top has single brick 
coping. 

The south elevation of 606 Cathedral Street has 606% attached to it; 606% extends back 
approximately two bays and is built of common bond brick, with no openings. The main 
structure of 606, is built of common bond brick with two bays of four over four wood windows 
with wood sills, metal strip lintels, and storm windows. There are two end chimneys on the 
south wall. The north wall of 606 has an iron fire escape on its face, and the windows' 
details are unobservable. An alley runs adjacent to this wall having cast and wrought iron 
double doors. There is a two bay wide, six bay long, three story high back building. Its 
southern windows have six over six double hung wood sashes with stone sills and flat arches. 
On the first floor there are iron screens; on the second, aluminum windows. The third floor 
has six by six wood casement windows. Above that there is a corbelled brick cornice. The 
central two bays have an iron fire escape extending down them, with two tall interior end 
ti leys on either side of the two bays. The west wall of this structure has an aluminum 
; - ,t, door en the first floor. On the second floor there is a single window Identical to the 
other second floor windows. Two windows on the third floor are identical to the other third 
floor ones. The north wall is attached to another structure. 
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:SCR1PTIQN OF i'HYS I CAL APPEARANCE^ 

B.-hind the back building there are two connected carriage houses built of common bond 
ick. A hyphen connects the main house with the north carriage house. This hyphen is one 
.ory high, two bays wide. In one bay,there is a louvered wood window, wood sill, and iron 
:reen. The other bay has an original wood paneled door. (The cornice above these bays i s 

rb>j-lled brick.) The north carriage house is one story high, two bays wide and two bays 
>ng, with a shed roof. The southern carriage house has the same form. 

The east wall of the northern house connected with this hyphen has a single bay with a 
ain wood door having double course rowlock segmental arch above. The east wall of the 
juthern house has a single six over six double hung wood window with a rowlock sill, metal 
:rip lintel and wood shutters. 

The southern wall of the northern house has two bays of six over six double hung wood 
.ndovs, with wood sills and double course rowlock segmental arches. The southern wall of the 
xjthern house has no openings. 

The west walls of these houses are continuous, and divided by piers into three bays. Wood 
;ams support the wall above. There are two windows in the party wall of the structures, 
th the sashes removed. The buildings both have parapets above the roofs with wood and 
•.rra cotta coping. The parapet of the southern house has been altered at some point. The 
>rthjp*j wall of the northern carriage house is attached to another structure. 

The interior still retains its original rowbouse plan of rooms organized in a line parallel 
) a circulation axis, end the rooms have been converted into apartments with a variety of 
lrface finishes applied during recent years. The vestibule floor retains parquetry of several 
.fferent colored marbles. This vestibule is heavily detailed with paneled walls and ceilings, 
chriir rail and folioted crown molding. Extremely elaborate «ood dsors from the vestibule into 
le house have a single molded panel with central cartouches at the doorknobs. The main 
sllway has a wood chair rail, a plaster ceiling medallion, and a crown molding. The 
:aircase is paneled and has an open bracketed face string and a molded newel. The balusters 
-e turned. There is a very ornate mirror just above the chair rail. The first floor doors 
ive elaborate surrounds with a very decorative floral motif above their heads. The stair 
tnding between the first and second floor also ha s an ornate mirror. 

A typical apartment has a simple baseboard and crown molding, architrave surrounds on the 
>enings, and paneled wood doors. The floors are natural wood, and some original mantels 
:main, notably Italianate block, polished marble mantel with fluted pilasters and a very 
:ylized fascia beneath its shelf. Another mantel features Colonial Revival details. 

The conversion of this structure into an apartment house is typical of the area which 
ow consists mainly of professional offices and apartments. In general, the building still 
etains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, and details. As 
result, the building augments the special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 
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;TATt:ht:wT OF S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The significance- of f/if.-fifsr,!* Cril.i-d: «] Street lies in its architectural contribution 

to the environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 

The Mount Vernon Historic M i H I « i -1 is both s Baltimore City District and, in 
part, a National Rfgi at t-r llisioiif I aieluiark Dint r let • Mount Vernon was the first 
Historic District in Hal I i m. ire C i i y, de.t i (.mil e.l in I 'K>/» ami expanded five limes to 
the current b o u n d a r i e s , wliirh Iwivc been cei*t i f i ed by the Department of the Interior 
for purposes of the Historic Preservation Tax Incentives. The ordinance creating 
the Hiiunl Vernon Historic Distriit also «*s i .it< 1 i ntied the Baltimore City Coiren i s s i on 
for Historic and Architectural l'ri**«*rvnt Inn to oversee all changes within the 
Diatict and to recoimu-od other arena and buildings in the City for historic 
designation. The H i m o r i c Dialiirt ai\<\ Ihe Commission were outgrowths of the Mount 
Vernon Urban Renewal Plun, one af the City's earliest efforts to incorporste 
preservation end renovation of existing M tortures with new development. The 
current Historic Distiicl now encompasses two Uiban Renewal A r e a s : Mount Vernon and 
Midlown-Belvedtre. 

. . . . 
The Mount Vernon Historic District urew from the early 19th century through the 

early 20th _ century ami ret-ins t>i rue I «ir_ •--re« t dent i a 1 , conmerc i a I , r.nd 
re 1 igious--from that lime. The ari-n was Ha I t i more ' s most fashionable neighborhood 
end as euch includes some of the finest architecture in Ihe City, built for wealthy 
residents, c o n g r e g a t i o n s , and i n«l i I lit i una, and designed by architects of local and 
nationsl renown. The gro.it.-r port ion of the iliairict was once the estate of John 
Eeger Howard, revolutionary war patriot and statesman. Mia mans i o n , Belvidere, '.ss 
located at what is now the It 100 block of North Calvert Street.The centerpiece of the 
district is the Washington Monument and Mount Vernon P l a c e . The monument is the 
first formal 'sonument erected to roriuemor a I e Ceorge Washington and is one of the 

finest exfcmples of monumental architecture in Ihe country. It was erected from 1815 
to 1629 and designed by Robert Mills, one of the first American born and trained 
architects in the country. The development of the squares known as Mount Vernon 
Place and Washington Place, d/iteB from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by 
Howard's heirs, who then built some of the first houses. Prior to the construction 
of the monument and the development of Ihe squares, brick working class houses were 
built on Tyson Street, Re.id Street nnd North Howard Street, the earliest dating from 
1810. These buildings still exirit, some are residences and others have been 
converted to antique shops. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were 

designed by Robert Cary lung Sr. the architect of Ihe Peale Kuseum and Davidge H a l l . 

The area which is now |h.- Historic District" continued to develop. Baltimore's 

prominent and wealthy residents moved north in the rural area because the land 
around thp harbor was rapidly becomm i np. i ndus t r i u 1 i red and because Ihe City was 

oded with immigrants, who Mucin-.I In Baltimore to work in the newly established 

industries. C o n s t r u c t i o n I'unl ii I in lake pl.iee in the IHHU's and lH90's after the. 

Howard estate had been Hold. By the eirly L'Olli century, Mount Royal Avenue and 
parts of Howard Stre.'t had been developed, completing ihe construction in the 
district. 
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